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President’s Report – Greg Meller  

Fellow club members, it is my pleasure to present to you the Presidents Report 

for 2023. 

2023 was a year full of on and off beach Activity, Change, Opportunity, and 

Adaptation. And it is a credit to all club members who keep showing up and 

contributing to make this club as special as it is. 

Firstly, I would like to thank the Committee and Executive members for both the 

CSLSC and Supporters Club entities. It is through their diligent efforts that we find 

ourselves in such a favourable situation and ready to Celebrate our Centenary in 2024. I make special 

mention of Rob and Tania – who after years of diligent service have stepped 

aside from the committee to enjoy some well-deserved time with family and 

travelling adventures. Rob’s tenure as President was pivotal in the resolution of 

the tenancy agreement with SLSQ and Tania’s long commitment to fundraising 

and events helped sustain the club financially, no single other person has been 

responsible for raising more money for our club than Tania.  

Sponsors continued to support our club in 2023, 

with: APG, Bunnings, Cairns Surf Club Palm Cove, 

Carnivore, Clover Lawn, Lawso N Sons, McDonalds, 

Morgans, NQ PromoWorks, Sheldon Realty, Simply Helping, Star FM, 

Top Skips, White Whale Coffee, and WPG, recognising the importance 

of our presence in the local community. Periwinkle Apartments & Marlin 

Coast Lions Club kindly made donations to our club. We thank our 

sponsors & donators for their ongoing support of our mission. 

2023 was yet again another successful year fulfilling our core obligations 

as Surf Lifesavers, where thanks to the guidance and diligence of Club 

Captain Steve, we managed to fulfill all our patrol obligations. The patrol 

lunches made a popular return, which made Patrolling in Paradise even 

more enjoyable – while still ensuring there was no loss of life on our beach in 2023. 

The Club’s Sporting prowess was once again on display in 2023, with clean sweeps in all age groups 

for Branch Champions. A huge fight was put up at North Aussies, as the Juniors and Masters teams 

won their respective divisions resulting in a close fought race for Club Champions. It was with pride 

that we saw a growing number of our juniors be named to the Qld Country team, 

where they proved to be excellent 

representatives for our Club.  
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Alex Rogers with his Supporters Club board have worked strategically through 2023 to improve the 

Structure and Governance of the club. While Kate Noonan (Club Manager) and her Staff continue to 

seek out opportunity to improve social engagement 

and market presence. In doing so, the supporters 

club have returned significant financial value in the 

form of capital works being completed. With interior 

painting of the club and function space, replacement 

of air conditioning systems, fixtures, fittings, and soft 

furnishings being highlights. The functions space is 

being utilised effectively and this has allowed for new 

events and activities to be held. The INXS concert was 

a key event and well received by community and members. I urge CSLSC members to take advantage 

of the opportunities this club is providing.   

During 2023, you will have seen the club buildings change colour. With 

Support from Dulux Weathershield and SLSA, we were successful in 

receiving a generous supply of exterior paint and I am sure you will agree 

that the appearance of the club looks refreshed and rejuvenated. Again, we 

must thank Tania for identifying 

and pursuing this opportunity and 

for the people who contributed 

efforts to see this completed. 

Thanks to Annabel and Fiona 

Grant, our inaugural Fun-Swim-

Run event marked the completion 

of these works with many 

members enjoying the event.  

In late 2023, Brian Heggie and Jill Boltz lead the significant 

task of applying for Government support in the 

redevelopment of our club amenities. With the submission completed we anxiously await the 

outcome of this application; we remain thankful for the efforts and technical knowledge that was 

applied to make it to this point. I hope to report positive news in the future. 

The end of the year saw us enduring Cyclone Jasper and the resulting flooding. It was with pride that 

I watched as the Club rallied, with thanks to the members who turned up to fill over 200 sandbags to 

help protect our club. We also thank the SLSQ NQ Branch staff who also 

rallied to assist, making a 

heavy workload somewhat 

more bearable. While the 

club did suffer some water 

damage from the 

subsequent rain, this was 

greatly mitigated by the 

personal efforts people 

took to look after our most 

financially significant asset.  
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The resulting flooding from Cyclone Jasper also provided an 

opportunity for the spirit of Lifesaving to be demonstrated by our 

members. With the emergency situation developing throughout the 

beaches, Club Members again raised their hands in support of 

Community. NQ Branch mobilised to assist the emergency services, 

aiding flood victim evacuations throughout Holloways and Machan’s 

Beaches. Jen Rees, Brad Rees, Max Rivett, Jo Langstreth, Rob Paterson, 

and Richard Young were pivotal in the rescue of stranded flood victims. 

Their skills and willingness allowed SLSQ to support QPOL, SES and 

QFES elements in active rescue scenarios. Their willingness and bravery 

are inspiring, and they deserve commendation.  

This year, thanks to the efforts in 2023, we will be fortunate enough to see a significant amount of 

new equipment around our club, with the arrival of our Club jet ski, 2x IRB hulls and IRB motors, nipper 

foam boards, nipper board rescue boards, fibreglass mals, rescue boards and a smaller sized ski for 

our cadets, either already arrived or due imminently. These will add to our capabilities as Surf Life 

Savers and athletes.  

In 2024 we look forward to celebrating our Centenary of 

Patrolling in Paradise. Col Sparkes and our Centenary Committee 

have been working to create events to mark this milestone 

occasion, and we eagerly anticipate the key events of the 

Centenary Dinner and Branch Championships which highlight this 

achievement.  

Other focus Points for 2024 include: 

• Diligent financial planning and accounting process review 

• Completion of Private Board Storage facility 

• Amenities Block redevelopment 

• Implementation of Jet-ski into Life Saving operational service 

• Completion of additional Capital Works within the Club facilities 

• Introduction of our new team uniform and merchandise lines 

• Planning and development of a new gear trailer 

• New IRB trailers, both road and beach 

• Ongoing repairs and replacement of club sporting assets 

• Creation of a full time Club Education Officer position 

• Identifying and returning benefits to members 

• Junior and Senior Member development programs 

•  
I am sure you will agree our future as a club, organisation and business looks bright. I look forward to 

working alongside all our members and staff to see our Centennial year be a great year – continuing 

the great traditions of our club.  

Thank you for allowing me to serve, 

Yours in Lifesaving 

Greg Meller 
Greg Meller | CSLSC President.  
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Club Captain’s Report – Steve Donaldson 

Dear Clubbies, 

As the start of another ‘Season’ approaches and we embark on our 100th Year, 

I am reminded of the continued great service and commitment we, as 

‘Volunteers’, provide to the Surf Lifesaving movement. Gratitude and thanks 

for your efforts can often be overlooked or focussed on a few notable 

“Recognition Awards”. Therefore, I would like to pass-on my personal thanks 

to all those Clubbies that continue to 

contribute even in small and unnoticed ways; a 

Club is only as strong as its members and 

dedication is a road hard travelled and easily 

detoured. 

As Surf Lifesaving moves into a more ‘Quasi-Professional’ and 

business orientated focus, dynamic changes in the way we operate 

and teach envelope us at an ever-increasing pace. Many of these 

changes occur behind the scenes but a few are noticeable; the rapid 

new Marine Stinger rollout and Patrol Captain courses are two 

examples. While the majority of the changes strive for future 

betterment, they apply considerable pressure and additional 

commitments on our volunteer workforce. SLSQ is attempting to 

mitigate this by employing professional staff to complete and deliver 

the myriad developments and hidden 

processes. However, these changes continue 

to require significant volunteer upskilling and ‘Professional’ development.  

Considering the above and the continuing lower volunteer numbers within 

NQ Surf, I expect our Club commitments to remain high in the short term. 

Having said that, I am happy to pass-on some recent Patrol changes that will 

help us during the coming season: 

1. All contracted Patrols will now be 4 hours in duration (0900-1300 

and 1300-1700) in line with Lifeguard services; no more 0800 starts. 

2. The Patrol Services Contract has been amended to include a RWC 

(Club Jet Ski) for Patrol operational duties. Now we just need some training! 

3. The IRB/RWC can now be allocated as ‘Standby’ during the Stinger 

Season months. Just awaiting confirmation this means prepped and ‘in the 

shed’, not on the beach. 
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Additionally, we added several new and returning 

members last year and I am pleased to acknowledge 

the enthusiasm and contribution they bring to the 

Club. As stated, I believe the general Patrol 

complement will remain the same for this year, but I 

am forever hopeful that some planning strategies will, 

if not in the immediate future, develop into spreading 

and reducing the overall workload for Patrolling 

members. The Club Committee is continually working 

to achieve better outcomes for our members, and I 

would like all Clubbies to recognise and remember 

(as I know you do) the extra effort those positions 

take. The Committee does not work in isolation so 

any Club member can assist in achieving our tasks 

and outcomes by simply saying, “Can I give you a 

hand with that”. Even the smallest of contributions 

help as does the need to fulfill your own duties and 

responsibilities so that someone else doesn’t have 

to do it. 

For all those who provided support, assistance, 

and feedback last year, I say a big thank you; special thanks to Patrol buddy Muzz and CTO Annabel. 

To our returning and new members, I hope the upcoming Season provides both enjoyment and 

reward. For those leaving the Club and/or Surf Lifesaving, I bid you safe travels and thanks for your 

valued contributions. Finally, to those taking a break for personal or work/study reasons, thank you 

for your dedication, good luck and I hope to see you again in the future. 

I truly hope that this Season and the 100-year anniversary provides the Club and its members with 

enjoyment and satisfaction. 

Sincerely, 

Steven Donaldson 
Steve Donaldson | CSLSC Club Captain 
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Treasurer’s Report – Brian Heggie 

This Report is a financial summary based on the final Audited Account 

statements received on 12 February 2024 for the Jan to Dec 2023 year. 

Profit & Loss ending 31 Dec 2023 

• Total Income   $450,315.74 

• Total Expenses   $397,731.17 

• Profit before Tax    $52,584.57 
 
Total Income was up $104,155.86 from 2022Profit before Tax was up by 
$4,228.48 from 2022. 

 
Main income contributions were: 

• Rental & Room hire   $166,548.77 

•  Grants/ Subsidies    $59,547.93 

•  Fundraising     $62,163.21 

• Reimbursements/ Refunds  $73,936.04 

•  Membership fees    $22,305.75 
  
Rental income reflected the increased payments of both Avis and the Support’s Club under new 
leases. 
Reimbursements/ Refunds was a new contribution item as a consequence of the new Supporters 
Club lease wherein the agreement has some shared annual costs eg Rates, Bldg. Insurance, some 
building repairs/maintenance. The Surf Club traditionally pays these outgoings and is subsequently 
reimbursed by the Supporter’s Club for their agreed share of the outgoing. 
 
 Membership fees were down with reduced numbers in 2023 reflecting a reduced income from 
$27,832.11 in 2022.  
Donations were also still significant at $13,721.36. 
 
Outgoings/ Expenses 
 Primary Outgoings/ Expenses were: 

• Salary costs, and general/administration expenses (insurances, rates, fees) contributing - 
approx. 46 % of total costs.  

• Fundraising expenses, building and maintenance costs and equipment depreciation 
contributing - approx. 40% of total costs 
 

The significant difference in this financial year expenses is the building repair and maintenance 
costs incurred in 2023 ($80,804 compared to $8,665 in 2022) as well as a 15% increase in 
Insurance at $69,661.31. 
 

Repair/Maintenance cost increases are a direct consequence of the CSLSC ownership handover of 
the building and our increased obligations for the facilities.  
It should be acknowledged that some items of repair/maintenance costs are still the responsibility of 
the Supporters Club under the renewed lease otherwise these costs would be even higher annually. 
 
 Assets Addition – Surf Club Building 
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The main significant change to Non-Current Assets is the adjustment of the overall assets to include 
the transferred ownership of the Surf Club Building Asset onto our Balance Sheet.  
This was brought onto the balance sheet, as agreed with the Auditors, based on the most recent 
SLSQ provided spread sheet costs at $6,879,855 for the overall current building. 
This increased Total Assets for 2022 to $9,780,719.31 from $2,851,122.18 the previous year. 
  
 
Grants/ Subsidies Received 
List of 2023 successful grants/subsidies inc GST, if applicable, are detailed below: 
 

• Sustainability Grant   $4,021.82   

• QFES Grant 22/23  $12,596.69  

• QFES Grant 23/24  $12,596.69  

• Patrol Subsidies   $7,832.73 

• SLSA Grants   $20,000.00 

• Active Clubs   $2,500.00 
 

Total   $59,547.93 
 
Grants expended in 2023 totalled $68,393.38 including the unexpended remainder of 2022 grant of 
$8,845.45 carried forward from 2022. 
 

Key Financial Impacts in 2023 
 

• The ownership of the Surf Club building has brought with it significant Maintenance and 
Repair costs (tenfold increase this year) and that will continue to impact our bottom line 
and put ongoing pressure on  profitability and the need for seeking grant opportunities 
and streamlining costs where possible. 
 

• Fund raising was an important contributor to net income ($31,773.42) with potential for 
this to improve in our Centenary year. 

 
A special thank you goes to all those who have contributed to helping the Club retain a net surplus in 
another challenging year. 
 
Kind Regards 

Brian Heggie 
Brian Heggie | CSLSC Treasurer 
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JAC’s Report – Richard Young 
Overview 

The 2023 nippers’ program was another successful year 

and foundations are laid for 2024 to be even bigger and 

better as we head into our centenary year. 

Overall nipper numbers were stable but slightly decreased 

from 2022 and the statistics show strong retention of our 

nippers in the older age groups. There is however an 

overall downward trend of membership, and we will be 

focusing on the junior age groups in 2024. 

With 125 active nippers its always busy on the beach or at 

the pool and would not be possible without Age 

Managers, water safety, BBQ helpers and coaches who 

give up their time on a weekly basis to assist and help 

make the program work. A highlight for me is seeing our 

CSLSC youth stay around after their training and assisting the Age Managers with coaching and 

water safety, in particular Yazmin Rivett for stepping in and helping with the Green Caps.  

Some of the under 15s have also been assisting in the running of NQ Branch nipper programs during 

school holidays. This gives our nippers opportunities as they head into the youth ranks helping us 

retain membership due to the pathways that are open to them through Surf Lifesaving. 

Carnivals and competitions 

Nipper participation at all carnivals was strong, with good numbers allowing us to field several teams 

in most events as well as their individual efforts. Our nippers again had strong performances 

throughout all competitions this year with 

some particularly challenging carnival 

conditions which tested not only the 

juniors but many of the adults. Cairns 

retained its position at the top of all 

competitions both within our Branch and 

North Aussies where again the juniors 

reigned supreme. 
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Highlights were Cairn’s members competing for 

NQB at State Pool Rescue held at Tobruk Pool in 

Cairns and solid numbers selected for the 

interbranch Championships on the Gold Coast.  

 

 

Spirit and culture 

 

Our U11s received the Spirit of the Carnival award at 

the Branch carnival in Etty Bay by showing true 

sportsmanship where a race had to be re-run after an 

incorrect disqualification. The eventual winner 

handed over her gold medal to the original winner, 

displaying the values and culture instilled into our 

children. They are building lifelong friendships within 

our Surf Lifesaving community. 

 

Champion Lifesaver 

This year saw the introduction of Champion Lifesaver to the 

younger age groups (U11 up) where again CSLSC dominated 

in every age group and the Rickson family had a clean sweep. 

A special thank you to Annabel Grant for providing the 

training and mentoring to the kids which provided them with 

skills and confidence to shine as they did. This event is at the 

core of what we do, which is Lifesaving. Hopefully, we can 

build on the success of this year’s event and make it bigger 

for 2024. 

Fundraising 

Our nippers and parents once again raised a substantial amount of money through our weekly BBQs 

and various raffles throughout the season. This year more than $18,000 was raised. These funds 

come directly back to our club and enable us among other things to continually replace and repair 

equipment. 
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That’s a wrap. 

The season finished off with our end of year 

awards at the ski park where we recognised our 

kids and their efforts this year. CSLSC has again 

shown that we have a positive environment and 

culture allowing our junior members to be the 

best they can be. 

  

End of an Era. 

Thank you, Paul Mead, for your efforts in the 

previous 2 years as JAC and I look forward to 

your ongoing commitment on the beach and 

behind the scenes to help ensure the success 

of our nippers and youth programs.  

In Appreciation. 

I would also like to say a 

special thank you to 

Scott Pearson as the 

retiring U15 age 

manager. Scott has 

managed this group from 

U8 and helped these kids 

become the lifesavers 

they are. 

 

Sign off. 

Looking forward to 2024 we have a busy schedule planned. Two pool rescue carnivals, five surf 

lifesaving carnivals and champion lifesaver competition, as well as State and Australian youth 

championships, with a total of 27 weekends covered by competition and training. 

 

Let’s make 2024 an awesome year. 

Richard Young 
Richard Young | CSLSC Junior Activities Officer 
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CTO’S Report – Annabel Grant 

Firstly, I would like to thank all the Trainers, Assessors, Facilitators, 

and Industry Experts that help with the training of club members 

throughout the season so that we can meet our patrol agreements 

as well as compete at the various sporting carnivals. 

As usual SLSA & SLSQ bought in new courses as well as old courses 

that needed upgrading with the usual unrelaisitic time frames these 

courses are to be implemneted by. 

Thanks again to all those who undertook these new courses, but we 

still need to improve our numbers. 

Cairns SLSC 

undertook the running of two Bronze Medallion 

courses. The first course in April to capture new 

members and the second course in July for those 

members who wanted to ease into the season as 

well as for the cadets turning 15 years old. 

We still offer the First Aid course (HLTAID009) with 

the Bronze Medallion course and all club members 

are welcome to join these courses. 

We ran the Live in 

SRC for Under 14s, this is a three-day education camp in which the 

juniors not only gain their SRC award but develop friendships as 

well as leadership skills. 

North Queensland Branch ran two ART courses, while Cairns SLSC 

members need to participate better in these branch ran courses, 

fewer numbers may be attributed to the pre-requisite being the 

new Fist Aid course (HLTAID009) 

Please members update your awards when offered. 

Throughout the season Steven Donaldson and myself had the pleasure of working closely with the 

Educational Officers in the North Queensland Branch. 

1. Callum Docherty who was a probational trainer/assessor for Cairns SLSC, Callum has since 

been head hunted to coordinate education for regional Surf Life Saving NSW 

2. James Guthrie, who is our new Education Office for NQ Branch gaining his award last year 

with Steven and myself. 
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Once again Steven Donaldson took control if the IRB education 

and skills maintenance. Our numbers of new IRB Drivers & crew 

have increased making our patrols easier to manage. Not only 

does Steven attend the course dates but he also comes to the 

beach to give mew IRB Drivers supervised driving hours. 

To promote Youth development and retention, we have 

developed a strategy that will give the cadets new awards as well 

as leadership skills for our surf patrols. We are encouraging 

cadets to attend the various development camps offered. These 

camps give the attendee: First Aid, ART, IRB Crew & IRB Drivers (depending on age) 

Last year three cadets attended the camp at Magnetic Island 

as well as four cadets attended the camp in Tasmania. All 

those who attended these camps enjoyed the experience. 

With the new rule from SLSQ that all patrolling 

members/water safety 15 years need to hold the new Marine 

Stinger Award by the end of 

2023, the race was on to get 

members accredited in the new 

award. Thank you to those 

embers who enrolled and completed the online. Although we have 

shortages, we are still better than other clubs and will be addressed at 

the start of the new season. 

Again, thank you to all members who attend courses skills 

maintenance who make our Trainer/Assessor surf life easier. 

 
Cheers 

Annabel Grant 
Annabel Grant | CSLSC Chief Training Officer 
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Surf Sports Officer Report – Carrie Hudson 
Many of our members are still participating in the previous season by preparing for state 

competition in Burleigh in 3 weeks and reflecting on the success of everyone 

involved at the Queensland State Championships in 

Mooloolaba last year. With the fabulous weather and great 

results, it is easy to get excited for the next season of surf. 

At the start of our North Branch Season, 25 of our athletes, 3 

of our team/age managers, and 1 dedicated dad were 

named to the NQB youth state team and I feel compelled to 

report on the phenomenal success of all our members that 

were involved. 

The NQB team placed 18th out of 33 clubs and our CSLSC athletes brought home a Silver in 

the U11 1km beach run and a Bronze in the U13 surf race. Appreciation once again must be given to 

the NQB Board & Council for their faith in this initiative.  

We also had our “fabulous 5” that attended the Seniors/Masters Championships! 

2024 promises be a HUGE year with our preparation for the 2023/2024 season, 

States, Aussies, and Worlds will all take place on Queensland’s Southeast coast, 

perfectly timed to lead into our Centennial Celebration! 

As soon as we had sign on, the serious training began. The dedication of our 

athletes and coaches was evident from the start of the season with more training 

opportunities available. In preparation for pool rescue. The Pool Rescue aspect of Surf Life Saving 

dominated the beginning of the season with Branch Championships in July and the Far North hosting 

the 2023 State Championships. 4 of the 5 clubs bonded together to create the North Branch State 

Pool Rescue Team. Our success in the pool was second to none with lots of medals from nippers to 

masters! CSLSC made up the majority of the team which contributed to the outstanding success of 

the entire venture. Go Cairns! 
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Beach training was no different! We 

had an awesome clinic with Kye 

Hurst, extra ski training sessions, 

early morning board sessions, youth 

development squad, as well as the 

normal Sunday masters’ and nippers’ 

sessions.  

This allowed our competitive 

athletes to train up to 4 times a 

week!! 

Our first beach carnival was held on the 5th & 

6th of August hosted by Port Douglas. Cains 

dominated with 1182 points overall.  

What an experience for our U9’s for the first 

time on boards and our U11’s competing in 

their first ironman event in less-than-ideal 

conditions! 

Ellis Beach hosted next, on the 3rd of September. Their unorthodox 

carnival was a great success, and everyone enjoyed the non-

competitive mix of events. 

Cairns then had the pleasure of hosting on the 16th & 17th of 

September. The usual Cairn’s sweep was in full force and it was a bit 

of a wild weekend, weather wise, and tested the surf skills of our 

athletes. Then end results were a solid 1612 points, well ahead of the 

second-place team.  

The North Branch Carnival was held this year at Etty 

Bay on the 8th & 9th of October. The weather and conditions 

were great. Cairns was the overall winner with 1985 total 

points and multiple Age Champions! 

The “Orange Army” (not the Dutch Soccer Fans) was in full 

force again this year as we marched south to Mackay to 

compete in the North Australian 

Championships on the last weekend of 

October against clubs from Hervey Bay 

to Port Douglas. Despite crazy 

conditions, Cairns placed 2nd overall, 1st in the Pool, 1st in 

Juniors,1st in Masters and 1st by handicap!!   
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From the efforts at this carnival, the selection of Queensland Country 

Team was undertaken. Cairns had 8 representatives. The Queensland 

Interbranch Championships were held on the last 

weekend in November where the Queensland Country 

kids claimed 3rd overall and dominated in the pool.   

In closing, it should be recognized and applauded that 

without our Officials, Age Managers, dedicated coaches, and engaged parents, Surf 

Sports would not, and will not succeed.  

Bring on 2024!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Carolyn (Carrie) Hudson 

Cairns SLSC Surf Sports Officer   
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Gear & Equipment Officer’s Report – Bob McPhail 

I would firstly like to especially thank all the members of Cairns Surf Life 

Saving Club for your hard work in looking after our gear & equipment. From 

nippers to master’s the care given to our gear & equipment was certainly 

noticed by management. 

A special mention to our Old Boys lead by Col Sparkes and Chris Auger for 

their many hours repairing our boards especially as it appeared we were up 

the creek without a 

paddle at the start of 

last year with approx. 

70 damaged and 

unusable equipment. 

Thank you for your 

tireless working 

hours over the year. 

As you are all aware our private shed is 

taking shape and will be available for storage of skis and boards in the foreseeable future. An extra 

special mention to Bryan Coates for his expert maintenance of many of our trailers, Bryan continues 

to carry out this work free of charge for our club. Thank you, Bryan. 

What a great start to our 2024 Centenary Year. A big thank you to 

Marlin Coast Lions Club for their kind donation of $3000 towards our 

two new nipper Kracka fiberglass boards. We have also purchased 2 x 

Bennett nipper foamie boards & 2 x Infront nipper fiberglass rescue 

boards. 

Plus, we currently have on order a new double ski which hopefully will 

arrive just before the Australian Surf Championships in April. We also 

have on order a new BOS Ski for the shorter youth who can’t properly 

reach the pedals on the new Fenn’s. 

As you can see this will be a year to remember thanks to the 

management and members of Cairns Surf Life Saving Club. 

 

 
All the best 

Bob McPhail 
Bob McPhail | CSLSC Gear & Equipment Officer  
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IRB Officer’s Report – Max Rivett 

This year we launched into our season with training new drivers and 

crew through a branch course at Ellis Beach. This course plus the 

subsequent course facilitated by Club Captain Steve assisted boost the 

number of drivers and crew we have available to assist with patrols and 

fulfill our obligations. Having operational IRB’s including drivers and crew 

on the beach is an essential component of our patrol agreement and 

helps us fulfill our goal of keeping Palm Cove safe.  

I would like to extend my gratitude 

to the board, especially Club Captain 

Steve, CTO Annabel, and President 

Greg for their ongoing support to ensure that our rescue craft 

remain operational, and members have the skills and equipment 

needed to complete their duties.  

Our operational activities this year included: 

1. Patrols: Our core business. Fantastic to report that for 

most patrols we had operational craft as well as driver 

and crew.  

2. Water safety: Sunday Nippers, Surf carnivals and the 

annual Ironman event were all well supported by our club.  

3. Rescue Operations: Throughout the year, our team responded to numerous rescue 

incidents. This year we were also able to support in the support and retrieval people 

impacted by the aftermath of cyclone Jasper. These operations showcased the effectiveness 

of our training and the dedication of our members a massive thank you to those involved.  

Achievements: 

1. Enhanced Response Capabilities: Due to early training and increased member participation 

our club has significantly enhanced its response capabilities, enabling us to efficiently handle 

a wide range of emergency situations. 

2. Recognition: The dedication and professionalism of our club did not go unnoticed. Several 

members of our team received commendations for their exemplary performance and 

contributions to water safety. 

Future Directions: Looking ahead, we are committed to further enhancing our capabilities. Key 

priorities for the upcoming year include: 

1. Training and Skill Development: Continuously improving the skills and expertise of our 

members through targeted training. Particularly with an opportunity to upskill experienced 

IRB drivers in using the Jetski. Further opportunities for training in operational support 

should we be asked to assist with future emergency responses.  
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2. Resources: Two new motors will be operational and ready for use for the coming season, 

along with the two new Thundercat hulls this will bring our operational capability to five 

IRB’s and one club Jetski.  

In conclusion, the past year has been both challenging and rewarding I would like to thank all the 

patrolling members who supported our operations through ongoing maintenance and training 

throughout the year and I encourage any patrolling members to look for opportunities to complete 

their IRB crew/ drivers awards during the 2024 season.  

 

 

 

Yours in Lifesaving  

Max Rivett 

Max Rivett | CSLSC IRB Officer  
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FUNDRAISING & EVENTS OFFICERS REPORT – Tania Paterson 

And so …2024 is here already …. Leading on from a busy 2023. 
 
Thanks to a great group of fundraisers and club supporters that have 
stepped up to make 2023 hugely successful for our club where we have 
managed to raise  in excess of $42,000 for the year. 
 
As always, fundraising is an essential part of any club, providing the 
necessary assistance of funds required to keep our club running smoothly. 
 
This portfolio saw loads of 

activities this year. 

We were particularly fortunate in 2023 to 
secure 2new Gold Sponsors, namely Sheldon 
Realty and Star FM.  
Our sign on /open day at the club with media 
advertising and then a fun filled “live to air 
broadcast” was a huge success and kicked our 
year off with a new high!  
 
Our  new look club entrance with specific attention to acknowledging our valued club 
sponsors, our club key personalities, competitors, sporting successes and promotion of club 

events on our digital monitors and new signage is proving to be popular 
and adding to our “Surf Club Personality “ 
 
A visual display of our fundraising totals that we achieve and the purpose of 
our fundraising is also a new and welcomed initiative which is viewed with 
interest by visitors to our club. 
 
A new club initiative for 2023 was to appoint our own club ambassador 
following the demise of the Surf 
Lifesaving Queensland Surf 
Woman initiative. 
We were fortunate to secure 
Harriet Grant to be available to 

step up to be the “face of our fundraising focus 
“for 2023  and we look forward to this tradition 
continuing with upcoming focused, committed and 
enthusiastic young members taking on this role. 
 
The behind the scenes upgrade of our merchandise area which provides the club with 
income generation as well as promoting  community club support and interest has been 
exciting. 
The commencement of selling merchandise, both online  and in the supporters club has 
been well received and successful. 
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A huge thanks to all those that have assisted with the following activities this year… 
Weekly merchandise sales on Sundays at club,(thanks Barb ) 
BBQ’s at Bunnings, (enabled by club volunteers) 
Weekly club beach BBQs (Thanks to coordinators Cathy, Richard, Doug and Steve, and the 
trusty and most valued regulars!) 
Clifton Beach Markets (Fiona, Anna, Nel, Joy, Elise, Kaz, Bob) 
Palm Cove Markets (thanks to the many) 
Inaugural Fun -Swim-Run event (thanks Annabel, 
Harriet, Fiona) 
The Dulux exterior club upgrade (which saw over 
$20k of painting provisions supplied by Dulux 
Weather shield (thanks Jill, Barb) 
Monthly Club raffles and $100 boards. 
Surf Lifesaving Appeal Week 
Gran Fondo 
Cairns Ironman 
Surf Lifesaving Queensland /CSLSC partner share 
lotteries 
And lastly the highly regarded Cairns Surf Life 
Saving High Tea with particular thanks to our special funky waiters and the generous event 
sponsors Sandra and Chef Rainer. 
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We are grateful for donations from 

our local community and Cairn’s businesses, including Lions 
Club, IGA, Rotary Coates Hire, Top Skips, Bunnings and 
Piccones IGA. 
 
We are incredibly proud to represent and promote our loyal 
Club Sponsors. 

Shoutout of course & thanks to Kate Noonan and her team 
from the Supporters Club for their ongoing support.  

 
An exciting 2024 awaits, our 100th year, 
with a collaborative fundraising /event 
planning period with the 100th year 
committee working hard to make this 
centenary year a truly wonderful 
celebration.  
 
I would like to personally think all those who have helped and 
supported both myself and the Club activities in the past, (please 
forgive me for not naming you all … but you are all truly awesome!) and 
I sincerely wish that we will have a great incoming head of fundraising 
and events coordinator, (and heaps of helpers) stepping up this year 

with vigour, enthusiasm, fresh, and bright new ideas to complement our tried and tested 
fundraising and event favourites . 
 

 

Thank you, and best wishes to all for a fantastic centenary year! 
Cheers! 

Tania Paterson  
Tania Paterson  
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Surfboat Captain’s Report – Mick Lang 
First of all, I would like to thank and congratulate all of the surfboat athletes that 

have tried their hardest to get this section up and running. Unfortunately, Alex 

Rogers who has been one of the driving forces of trying to get this section up and 

running transferred to the Sunshine Coast and we lost a very dedicated member. 

Congratulations to Greg Meller on his appointment as President of the Club. 

Greg’s expertise and diligence in renovating and painting the Club’s surfboat 

meant the Club had an ocean ready boat for the 2023 season. 

Steph Donaldson once again did a great job trying to recruit members from the Dental Faculty from 

JCU.  Anneka, Jo Langstreth, Casey and Eliza all tried very hard to get this section up and running on 

a consistent basis. 

We were unfortunate to lose the Engine Room when Pat relocated to Brisbane and Hamish and his 

wife taking up a contract on the Gulf. 

We are starting to grow as a section and as a group we enjoyed great camaraderie and if we can 

entice more members from within the Club, I’m very confident we could have another strong 

competitive section within the Cairns SLSC. 

As we grow and entice more members this in turn will mean more patrolling members for the Club. 

Unfortunately, Woolgoolga SLSC could not replicate what they did the year before, but I have 

spoken with Tim White their Surfboat Captain, and they are looking at bringing at least 18 members 

up this year!  They are using this weekend as a bonding session prior to the NSW season beginning. 

I have contacted Gary ‘Swoop’ Williams from Tallebudgera who is also the ASRLQ President about 

holding a sweeps school for the FNQ Branch.   

Regards 

Mick Lang 

Mick Lang | Surfboat Captain 
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2023 TROPHY WINNERS    

Under 8’s 
Female Age Managers Award   Rose Taylor 
Male Age Managers Award   Oscar Cox 
Female Age Champion    Zarah Pickford 
Male Age Champion    Heath Taylor  

Under 9’s 
Female Age Managers Award   Sienna Myhill 
Male Age Managers Award   Beau Pembroke 
Female Age Champion    Layla Smallbane 
Male Age Champion    Flynn Coverdale 
Amanda Riches Trophy    Charlee Donovan 

Under 10’s 
Female Age Managers Award      Maileh White 
Male Age Managers Award   Noah Miln 
Female Age Champion    Lucinda Coverdale 
Male Age Champion    Tawhirimatea 
Devine 

Under 11’s 
Female Age Managers Award   Nell Ramsay 
Male Age Managers Award   Lewis Lee 
Female Age Champion    Layla Young 
Male Age Champion    Clancy Ross 
Female Ironman Champion   Hannah Smallbane 
Male Ironman Champion   Clancy Ross 

Under 12’s 
Female Age Managers Award   Maycee Donovan 
Male Age Managers Award    Ash Mayes 
Female Age Champion    Lacey Taylor 
Male Age Champion    Ben BIssett 

Under 13’s 
Female Age Managers Award   Ella Mayes 
Male Age Managers Award   Macklen Johnston 
Female Age Champion    Lauren Baldwin 
Male Age Champion    Hamish Smallbane 

Under 14’s 
Female Age Managers Award   Maiya Rickson 
Male Age Managers Award   James Langtree 
Female Age Champion    Abby Bissett  
Male Age Champion    Cooper Hudson 

JAC’s Trophy 
Junior Nipper of the Year   Hamish Mead 

Under 15’s 
Female Age Managers Award   Ellie Greenwood 
Male Age Managers Award   No award presented. 
Female Age Champion    Lily Young 
Male Age Champion    No award presented. 
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Under 17’s Age Champion 
Female        Summer Lockyer 
Male        Mathys Moolman 

Under 19’s Age Champion 
Female        Zara Stevens 
Male        Bryce Menzies   

Open Age Champion  
Female (Palm Cove Rentals Trophy)    Mia Yeabsley 
Male (Palm Cove Rentals Trophy)    Shaun Taylor 
   
Masters Age Champion 
Female        Marilyn Woods 
Male        Simon Greenwood 

Recognition & Club Awards 
U14 Lifesaver of the Year (Grant Family Trophy)  James Langtree  
U18 Lifesaver of the Year (Haug Family Trophy)   Hannah Bissett 
Youth Lifesaver of the Year (John Choko Wright Trophy) Bryce Menzies 
Surf Lifesaver of the Year (Jon Menico Trophy)   Marilyn Woods 
Junior Athlete of the Year (Green Family Trophy)  Cooper Hudson  
15-18 Youth Athlete of the Year (McKinstry Family Trophy) Mathys Moolman 
Open Athlete of the Year (James “Swampy” Marsh Trophy) Shaun Taylor 
Masters Athlete of the Year (Jon Jones Trophy)   Simon Greenwood 
Overall Club Champion (Ron Pollard Trophy)   Mathys Moolman 
Masters Choice       Simon Greenwood 
Coach of the Year (Bryan Coates Trophy)   Al Yeabsley 
Rookie Coach of the Year     No Award Presented  
Official of the Year (Adrian Davies Roe Trophy)   Ruth Nona 
Rookie Official of the Year     Hendrik Veenstra 
Trainer of the Year (Chris Auger Family Trophy)   Annabel Grant   
Assessor of the Year (Bill Smith Trophy)    Steve Donaldson 
Team Manager of the Year     No Award Presented 
Volunteer of the Year (Robert “Bear” Crawford Trophy  Greg Meller 
Most Patrol Hours (Sparkes Family Trophy)   Steve Donaldson 
Most Water Safety Hours (Silvercup Trophy)   Greg Meller 
Most Other Service Hours      Fiona Grant 
Spirit of Cairns Surf Club Award (Langstreth Family Trophy) Hannah Bissett 
Old Boys Trophy      Bob McPhail  
Family of the Year (Ryan Family Trophy)   Smallbane Family 
Ralph Trophy       Nicholas Taifalos 
Club Person of the Year  (Matthew Family Trophy)  Richard Young 
President’s Trophy      Todd Hudson 
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2023 SURFGUARD STATISTICS  
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CLUB INFORMATION 

Cairns Surf Lifesaving Club Inc 
135 Williams Esplanade   Palm Cove   QLD   4879 
07 4059 1263 | surf.admin@cairnssurfclub.com.au | http://www.cairnslifesaving.org.au 
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