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Message from Cairns SLSC President, Tony Hannan 

I am extremely proud to have shared in guiding Cairns Surf Life Saving Club through the 2025 
season. We have continued to grow that warm family feel, and now our focus is on building on 
this momentum as we head into 2026. 

My heartfelt thanks go to everyone who has contributed to the success of the club this season. 
While some members have gone above and beyond, the Board is genuinely appreciative of all 
support given, whether on the beach, behind the scenes, or in ways both big and small. 

As I’ve said previously, our focus has been on embracing the values of Fun, Family, Friendship 
and Fitness, underpinned by mutual respect for one another. These values form the foundation 
of any successful, tight-knit organisation, and they are clearly evident within our club. 

While our overall membership grew by an impressive 27%, our patrolling numbers did not see 
the same increase, decreasing by one compared to the previous year. One of our key goals for 
2025 was to increase our training capacity by developing more trainers and assessors. We 
made solid progress in this area; however, the journey is not over. 

This season, a total of 94 awards were delivered. It is hoped this will lead to an increase in 
patrol teams for 2026 and help ease the pressure on our existing patrolling members. I ask that 
all members please advise Jill of your continuing commitment at your earliest convenience so 
planning for the coming season can begin. 

Everyone should take a moment to give themselves a pat on the back, we are the 2025 Northern 
Queensland Branch and Northern Australian Champions! Best of luck to those continuing their 
training for the 2026 Aussies at North Kirra, and a special call-out to our March Past team in 
their quest for Aussie Gold. 

In closing, I would like to wish all members of our Cairns Surf Life Saving Club family a very 
Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year. 

Yours in Surf Life Saving 

Tony 

 

 

 



DECEMBER 2025 

 

Message from Cairns SLSC Secretary, Sue Way 

As we gear up for an exciting 2026 surf season, there are plenty of ways for 
members to get involved and make a difference at the club. Whether it’s 
helping on the beach, joining a board or officer role, or sharing ideas to grow 
our club, there’s something for everyone! 

1. Join our Officials’ Team 

 
2. Annual General Meeting – 7 March 2026 at 4:30pm 

We’ll be electing the President, Treasurer, and Club Captain. These are board positions 
with important fiduciary and governance responsibilities. Nominations will open in the 
new year. For more information about these roles, contact Sue Way on 0409 403 488. 

3. Club Officer Roles for 2026 
The club is also looking for volunteers for officer positions. While these roles are not 
board members, they play a key part by advising the board and supporting club 
operations. Positions include Drone Captain, Marine Stinger Officer, First Aid Officer, 
Powercraft Officer, and more. For details, contact Sue Way on 0409 403 488. 

4. Merchandise Ideas 
We’re looking to expand our uniform shop with items like umbrellas and keyrings. If you 
have any suggestions, please let Jill in the office know. 

We’re excited to see members getting involved in 2026 and helping make our club even stronger! 

Sue 
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Message from Cairns SLSC CTO- Paul Mead  

Thanks to everyone who has upskilled themselves this year by getting a new 
award or staying proficient! It was great to finish off the year by presenting caps 
to nine new Bronze Medallion holders. These new bronzies are a mix of new 
members and nipper family members - parents and a couple of aunties! Thanks 
to Jon ‘Muzz’ Murray for helping with the assessment day for this course too. 

Congratulations to our new 

Bronzies - (back L-R) Malcom 

Wright, Stephanie Aylward, Emily 

Kearney, Leigh Wickerson, Leigh 

Danton, (front L-R) Sam Meadows, 

Brenda Taylor, Tracey White, Paul 

Mead (Wade Limpus - absent) 

 

Skills Maintenance this year was 
different to previous years but 
seems to have been largely seen 

as really positive. With the new Lifesaving CPR being rolled out, people were positive about the 
way the new CPR process works and everyone having a role. Next year I intend on running some 
skill refresher activities, focusing on areas where we might need a bit more practice, including 
ART holders use of oxygen, and board rescues. 

One of the exciting things from 2025 was that we have a growing team of Trainers and Assessors. 
In 2025, nine people have begun the process to become qualified trainers. This is HUGE! I am 
hoping that over the next 12 - 18 months we will have more than 10 qualified trainers and/or 
assessors in the club. This means better training outcomes for our members, with the education 
load being spread across more people, with more depth in experience - nurses, paramedics, 
police officers, teachers, university lecturers, experienced lifesavers - all bringing their own 
skills and knowledge to support our members. This team will build long-term capability for our 
club, and I thank them for stepping forward to help. 

I am currently building the training calendar for 2026. It will be complemented by courses being 
run at Branch as well. We have the Club Drone course coming next year again and we will also 
be getting more people through the Jetski (RWC) course. All the usual courses will be run as 
well.  

As we get into the off season, and take time to refresh, I ask everyone to think about what 
course you would like to do next year - I’ve got a Santa sack full of awards for everyone! Make a 
New Year resolution and email it to me! The more award holders we have on our patrols, the less 
reliance we have on a small number of people. 

Thanks to everyone for contributing to the best club! Have a great break and be safe. 

Paul 
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Message from Cairns SLSC JAC- Richard Young  

What a fantastic season for Cairns SLSC Juniors! 
Our kids have shown amazing enthusiasm, dedication, and teamwork on the 
beach, and their respect for each other and our volunteers has been truly 
inspiring. Watching them develop new skills, gain confidence, and support one 
another throughout the season has been a real highlight for me. 

A huge thank you to all our helpers! 
From on the beach to behind the scenes, your time, 
energy, and dedication have made this season a 
success. Surf lifesaving is powered by volunteers, and it’s 
because of you that our kids have had such a 
fun, safe, and rewarding experience. 

Looking ahead to 2026 
Our goal is simple: to make surf lifesaving an 
amazing experience for our kids, and we 
need your help! We warmly welcome back 
returning helpers and invite new faces to join 
us. In January, we’ll hold an informal meeting 
for anyone interested. It’s a great chance to 

see how you can help, learn new skills, and make new friends along the 
way. 

Whether you can spare a little or a lot of time, every helping hand counts. If 
you’re keen to get involved, please let Jill know. She’ll note your name, keep 
you informed about the meeting, and answer any questions. Your support 
strengthens our community and keeps the spirit of Cairns SLSC alive and thriving. 

From all of us in Junior Activities, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a happy, safe, and 
prosperous New Year.  

Thank you for making 2025 such a special season, I 
can’t wait to see you in 2026! 

Richard              
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Message from Cairns SLSC Surf Sports Officer- Shaun Taylor  

What a fantastic season it has been for Cairns SLSC!               

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone involved, parents, athletes, coaches, officials, 
age managers, water safety officers, chaperones, photographers & fundraisers. 
Your dedication to training and commitment throughout the season has truly paid 
off, flowing into some outstanding carnival results. 

A very special mention goes to our team at North Aussies, where Cairns SLSC reminded 
everyone of the greatness our club is known for. We proudly took home the Junior, Masters, and 
Overall top spots, celebrated 5 Age Champions, and had 13 athletes named to the QLD Country 
Team; that’s 11 competitors, 1 coach, and 1 chaperone representing our club with pride. Check 
out the awesome North Aussie photos below (thank you Sharyn Yeabsley), and don’t forget to 
visit our Facebook page for more! 

It was also fantastic to see the club come together at the North Aussie dinner. Moments like 
that are a real reminder of what makes surf lifesaving so special, the community, camaraderie, 
and memories that will last a lifetime. 

To all our athletes, families, volunteers, and supporters: thank you for making this season so 
memorable. Your effort, passion, and teamwork are what make Cairns SLSC the club it is. 

I look forward to seeing everyone back in 2026, ready for another incredible season.  
Wishing you all a well-deserved break, a Merry Christmas, and a happy New Year!  

Shaun             
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Patrol News   
Thank you 
A massive thank you to our patrolling members! With 101 members contributing an incredible 
3,453 patrol hours, and a total of 3,838 hours including water safety, this season’s effort has 
been nothing short of outstanding. These hours reflect the dedication, teamwork, and 
commitment that keep our beaches safe.  
We couldn’t do it without you, thank you for flying the red and yellow with pride. 
 
We Need to Hear from You! 
As we begin planning for the 2026 season, we ask all patrolling members to please let us know 
whether you will be returning or not. This information is vital for patrol planning and rostering. 
Please email Jill at surf.admin@cairnssurfclub.com.au to confirm your intentions. 

Limsoc Patrol Activity Report  

https://www.cairnslifesaving.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/LIMSOC-2025-Cairns-
patrol-activity-report.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cairnslifesaving.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/LIMSOC-2025-Cairns-patrol-activity-report.pdf
https://www.cairnslifesaving.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/LIMSOC-2025-Cairns-patrol-activity-report.pdf
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Presentation Evening Wrap Up 
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Congratulations to All Our Award Nominees! 

Well done to everyone nominated for a Cairns SLSC award this year! Your dedication, 
commitment, and contribution to the club have not gone unnoticed. 
Below is a summary of our award winners, highlighting those who go above and beyond to 
support, develop, and strengthen our club community. 
Thank you to Vicki Sparkes for the awesome photos, for more head on over to our Facebook 
page. 

       Paul Mead – Trainer (Chris Auger Trophy) & Club Person of the Year (Matthew 
Family Trophy  
Huge congratulations to Paul, our Trainer of the Year and Club Person of the Year! In his first 
year as CTO, Paul has shown incredible leadership, always putting his hand up to help, and 
giving so much back as Treasurer of the Supporters Club. Cairns SLSC is lucky to have you!  

       Jon Murray – Assessor of the Year (Bill Smith Trophy)  
Jon Murray was recognised for his wealth of knowledge, calm demeanour, and exceptional 
expertise. His guidance ensures both new and experienced members achieve the highest 
standards, making him a valued member of Cairns SLSC.  

       Alastair Yeabsley – Coach of the Year (Bryan Coates Trophy)  
Well done Alastair, awarded Coach of the Year! With years of knowledge and endless 
dedication, Alastair has helped our members achieve amazing improvements this year. His 
commitment was recognised with his appointment as Water Assistant Coach for the QLD 
Country Team, a fantastic achievement!  

       Shaun Taylor – Team Manager of the Year  
A massive shoutout to Shaun Taylor, our Team Manager of the Year! Shaun puts in countless 
hours organising teams, supporting competitors, and encouraging new members. Under his 
guidance, Cairns SLSC dominated the regional carnivals and took home Junior, Masters, and 
Overall titles at the North Australian Championships!  

       Lucinda Eveans - Spirit of Cairns (Langstreth Family Trophy)  
Congratulations to Lucinda Eveans, awarded Cairns SLSC Spirit of Cairns! Since joining this 
year, Lucinda has been a committed patrolling member and a driving force behind our Nippers 
program, coaching, mentoring, and even organising the unforgettable Nippers Amazing Race. 

Her dedication extends to every carnival and competition, spending 15 hours in an IRB at North 
Aussies while supporting our Nippers. Lucinda’s tireless involvement and willingness to always 
put her hand up make her an invaluable part of the Cairns family.  

       Mark Bamford - Volunteer of the Year (Robert “Bear” Crawford Trophy & Most 
Water Safety Hours (Silvercup Trophy)  
Congratulations to Mark Bamford, awarded Cairns SLSC Volunteer of the Year! Since joining this 
year with his family, Liz, Ava, and Mia, Mark has quickly become an invaluable part of the Cairns 
family. 
Wearing many hats as patrol captain, IRB crew, coach, senior official, and Branch Director of 
Surf Sports, Mark is a constant presence on the beach and at every carnival—always the first to 
arrive and the last to leave. From assisting with Nippers, packing away gear, cleaning IRBs, to 
setting up events, Mark consistently goes above and beyond.  
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       Anna Ramsay - Most Service Hours  
Congratulations to Anna Ramsay, awarded Most Service Hours with an incredible 199.93 hours 
this year! Anna’s dedication is unmatched, her tireless work on the BBQ helped generate a 
record $20,566 in profits, benefiting all our programs and members. 
Anna’s contribution doesn’t stop there. She’s a skilled carnival official, the Secretary of Surf 
Club Palm Cove, and Director of Administration & IT for the North Queensland Branch of Surf 
Life Saving. Her energy, commitment, and ability to juggle multiple roles make her an 
indispensable part of the Cairns family.  
 
       Hamish Mead - Most Patrol Hours (Sparkes Family Trophy) 
Congratulations to Hamish Mead, awarded Most Patrol Hours! At just 14 years old, Hamish has 
completed an incredible 75 patrol hours this year. 
Hamish is also a regular helper around the club, always willing to lend a hand, and his 
dedication has even earned him a job at the Supporters Club. His commitment and positive 
attitude make him a standout young member of the Cairns family.  
 

       Lacey Taylor - U14 Junior Lifesaver of the Year (Grant Family Trophy)  
Congratulations to Lacey Taylor, awarded Cairns SLSC U14 Junior Lifesaver of the Year! 
Lacey earned her SRC in July and has quickly become a valuable member of Team 7. Always 
asking questions and eager to learn, Lacey is vigilant, attentive, and proactive on patrol. She’s 
fantastic with her fellow team members and demonstrates excellent interaction with the public. 
Her enthusiasm, dedication, and positive attitude make her a standout young member of the 
Cairns family. 
 
       Lily Young - U18 Lifesaver of the Year (Haug Family Trophy)  
Congratulations to Lily Young, awarded Cairns SLSC U18 Lifesaver of the Year! From Green Cap 
to Bronze Medallion, Lily has been a constant presence on patrol, an Age Manager Assistant, 
and an IRB crew member, showing incredible dedication and versatility. 
Her enthusiasm is contagious, whether on the beach during Nippers, competing in Champion 
Lifesaver, attending carnivals, or even serving up meals at Surf Club Palm Cove. Lily also 
contributes to the wider community with the SLSQ Community Awareness Team and is close to 
completing her swim coaching qualification for 2026.  
 
       Hannah Bissett 18–25 - Lifesaver of the Year (John “Choko” Wright Trophy)  
Congratulations to Hannah Bissett, awarded Cairns SLSC 18–25 Lifesaver of the Year! Hannah 
has shown inspiring leadership, a passion for skill development, active club involvement, and 
unwavering dedication to community safety. Her commitment marks her as a future leader 
within the Surf Life Saving movement. 
Hannah also serves as our Cairns SLSC Youth Officer, helping guide and support the next 
generation of lifesavers.  
 
       Rob Campbell - Surf Lifesaver of the Year (John Menico Trophy)  
Congratulations to Rob Campbell, awarded Cairns SLSC Surf Lifesaver of the Year! 
Rob, Patrol Captain on Team 4, is known for his incredible knowledge, dedication, and people 
skills. Earlier this year, he played a key role in a dramatic rescue when a victim attempting to 
retrieve a shoe was swept from the jetty. Rob launched the IRB, and with the assistance of QPS, 
the victim was safely recovered and taken to CBH for further assessment. 
Rob’s quick thinking, skill, and unwavering commitment to community safety make him an 
outstanding role model and a true lifesaver 
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       Tiera Mikuzis – Services to Junior Activities Award        
Tiera was recognised for her outstanding work in planning and running Nippers over the years. 
Many of the systems she implemented, including during COVID, are still used today. She 
continues to support the program behind the scenes and is always happy to offer her input 
when needed.  

       Cathy Bissett – Official of the Year (Adrian Davies Roe Trophy)        
Cathy, a quiet achiever, was honoured for her dedication to officiating. Always happy to help 
and step in when needed, her calm presence and commitment make a real difference at our 
events.  

       Doug Ramsay – Old Boys Award 
Doug was chosen by the Old Boys for his contribution as our Building & Infrastructure Officer. 
Living nearby popping down early is never an issue, he often lends a hand with the upkeep of 
club facilities, helping behind the scenes whenever needed.  

       Michelle Langtree– President’s Award  
Michelle was recognised for her positivity and support across the club. As an official, parent, 
and regular helper in the office and shop, her cheerful attitude and willingness to help make a 
difference to everyone at Cairns SLSC.  

       Peter Cox – Masters’ Choice  
Voted by his fellow Masters, Peter Cox was recognised for his outstanding contribution to the 
team. Whether through his performance, team support, or helping build the Masters culture, 
Peter’s dedication and leadership have been appreciated by all.  

       Lacey Taylor – 11-14 Years Junior Athlete (Green Family Trophy) 
Lacey has had an outstanding year, earning the title of 11-14 Years Junior Athlete. Always 
cheerful and full of energy, she approaches every training session and competition with hard 
work and a positive attitude. Lacey’s dedication and enthusiasm make her a joy to have at 
Cairns SLSC and a wonderful example for her fellow junior members! 

       Lauren Baldwin – U15 Female Age Champion 
Lauren’s dedication and skill have earned her the U15 Female Age Champion title. A fantastic 
season and a standout performer at Cairns SLSC! 

       Hamish Smallbane – U15 Male Age Champion 
Hamish has had an outstanding season, building on his impressive record to claim the U15 
Male Age Champion title. His talent, determination, and unstoppable spirit make him a true 
Cairns SLSC champion! 

       Jimmy Langtree – U17 Male Age Champion 
At an age when many step away from sport, Jimmy has risen and shone. His dedication and 
passion have earned him the U17 Male Age Champion title – a well-deserved recognition of his 
hard work! 
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       Ellie Greenwood– 15-18 Youth Athlete (McKinstry Family Trophy), U17 Female 
Age Champion & Overall Club Champion (Ron Pollard Trophy) 
Ellie had a stellar year, taking home three major awards. Her commitment, skill, and 
determination make her an inspiration to everyone at Cairns SLSC. 

       Lily Young – Open Female Champion 
Competing against older athletes, Lily came out on top! Juggling school, work, training, and a 
social life, she continues to grow into a complete package of talent, dedication, and 
determination. 

       Mathys Moolman – Open Male Champion & Open Athlete of the Year (James 
“Swampy” Marsh Trophy) 
Mathys not only achieved top honours in the Open division but also serves as a fantastic role 
model for our younger members, always helping in the surf and leading by example. 

       Gen Cox – Masters Female Age Champion 
Congratulations to Gen Cox, crowned Masters Female Age Champion! Known for her incredible 
sportsmanship and positive spirit, Gen inspires everyone around her. Her dedication and 
passion for surf sports make this achievement truly well-deserved. 

       Tony Hannan – Masters Male Age Champion & Masters Athlete of the Year (Jon 
Jones Trophy) 
A huge shoutout to our club President, Tony Hannan! Tony defies aging, fit, fun, and committed 
to all things surf, he has been crowned both Masters Male Age Champion and Masters Athlete 
of the Year. His passion, leadership, and dedication make him an inspiration to the entire 
Cairns SLSC community. 
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Advancing Women in Leadership Program 

On Saturday, 15 November, Surf Life Saving Queensland proudly hosted the first workshop of 
the Advancing Women in Leadership Program in Brisbane: “Setting the Vision”. This full-day 
event was designed to empower, connect, and inspire women across the lifesaving movement. 

The program aims to increase the participation of women and girls in community leadership 
roles, focusing on building business, emotional, and social intelligence to strengthen leadership 
capabilities across clubs and branches. 

As the first in a series of workshops, Setting the Vision laid the groundwork for ongoing 
development through the Advancing Women in Leadership Program. Future sessions will 
continue to build on the key themes of capability, confidence, and connection, supporting 
women at every stage of their leadership journey. 

Congratulations to Cairns SLSC members whose applications were successful: Cathy Bissett, 
Fiona Grant, Nicole Johnston & Anna Ramsay. 

 

Calling For Officials – 2026 Surf Sports Season                             
  
As we prepare for an exciting 2026 Surf Sports season, we are looking for enthusiastic members 
to join our officials’ team. Our surf sports carnivals simply cannot run without officials, and your 
involvement helps ensure safe, fair, and successful events for all athletes. 
  
If you’re keen to start your officials’ journey and would like to find out more about what’s 
involved, please contact: 
 
Sue Way 
Branch Officials Organiser 
nqbofficials@lifesaving.com  
0409 403 488. 
 
     To register your EOI please click this link https://forms.office.com/r/kGzXaSjPt7 or scan 
the QR code   

 

Thank you for helping keep our sport strong! 

 

mailto:nqbofficials@lifesaving.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FkGzXaSjPt7&data=05%7C02%7Csurf.admin%40cairnssurfclub.com.au%7C2a286ef940504497aded08de38f9569e%7Cae4e30ab62bf41f186a7d63a817abab3%7C0%7C0%7C639010840716451082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8NOnzhzPHE4ivAfaigV1nlInDQi6M7q6g9aGdVNyPzk%3D&reserved=0
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Blue Card 

Let’s get a step ahead of 2026... if you are 18 & over & intending on volunteering with Cairns 
SLSC and/or enrolling onto a course, you will need a blue card, to do so scan on the below QR 
code. The same code can be used to link your card from another organisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILD SAFETY MODULES 

If you are 18 & over in conjunction with your blue card you are required to complete the Child 
Safety Modules, these can be found in the SLSQ Hub, within your members portal.  

Members Portal Update. All Systems Go! 

Great news, the updates to the Members Portal have now been completed, and everything is up 
and running smoothly and you should be able to access all your information as normal. 

If you haven’t logged in for a while, now’s a great time to jump back in and check out the 
updated system. If you do spot anything unusual or have any questions, please let Jill know 
surf.admin@cairnssurfclub.com.au  

 

Finding information and keeping up with the news. 

Make sure to follow us on Facebook for the latest news & photos 
https://www.facebook.com/CairnsSurfClub 

For information and external links head to our website (please bear with us while it is 
undergoing a much needed facelift) Cairns Surf Life Saving Club | The Surf Club Palm Cove 
Lifesaving 

 

 

mailto:surf.admin@cairnssurfclub.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/CairnsSurfClub
https://www.cairnslifesaving.org.au/
https://www.cairnslifesaving.org.au/
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SUPPORTERS CLUB 

A huge thank you to Kate and her incredible team at the Supporters Club for their ongoing 
and generous support of Cairns SLSC. 
Throughout 2025, the Supporters Club donated an outstanding $113,725 back to the Club. 
These funds were primarily directed towards the ongoing upkeep and maintenance of our 
building, as well as supporting membership costs, helping to keep fees as affordable as 
possible for our members and families. 

This level of support has a direct and meaningful impact on our ability to operate, maintain our 
facilities, and continue delivering vital surf lifesaving services to the community. We are 
incredibly grateful for the commitment, hard work and dedication shown by Kate and the entire 
Supporters Club team, your contribution truly helps our Club thrive. 

 

REMINDER:  that all 18+ members receive free membership to the Supporters Club!  

Next time you’re in, simply ask for a membership form at the bar, or click this link Membership-
Form-2526.pdf complete & hand it in at the Supporters Club reception. 

 

 

 

Make sure to check the Supporters Club website for further upcoming events What's On 

https://www.cairnslifesaving.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Membership-Form-2526.pdf
https://www.cairnslifesaving.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Membership-Form-2526.pdf
https://www.surfclubpalmcove.com.au/whats-on
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Promoting Positive Participation in Surf Life Saving         

We’re proud to support the Play Well Partner Activation Program, an initiative designed to show 
all Australians that they have a place in sport. 

This program encourages safe, inclusive, and respectful environments where everyone, from 
juniors to masters, volunteers to spectators, can enjoy being part of surf lifesaving. 

Let’s work together to Play Well, Stay Well, and Support Each Other! 
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