Child Safety at Cairns SLSC – Quick Guide
Our commitment
· We have zero tolerance for harm, misconduct, or abuse.
· Everyone shares responsibility for a safe, inclusive club.
· We follow SLSA Child Safe Policy (6.04) and Member Protection Policy (6.05).
Key contacts at your club
· Member Protection Information Officer (MPIO): Sue Way
· Child Safety/Compliance: compliance@lifesaving.com.au
· SLSA Safeguarding info and reporting: https://sls.com.au/safeguarding/
Working with children – requirements
· All members in child‑related roles must hold a valid Blue Card (WWCC) and complete Child Safe Online Awareness training.
· Clubs securely maintain screening records.
· More info on Blue Cards: https://www.manula.com/manuals/slsq-tom/slsq-administration-operations-manual/1/en/topic/blue-cards-faq
Safe behaviour – what’s expected
· Always Follow the Child Safe Code of Conduct.
· Keep professional boundaries (supervision, physical contact, private chats, transport, online comms).
· Use club‑approved channels for communication with minors.
· Get parent/guardian consent before taking or sharing photos/videos of children.
· Model respectful, inclusive behaviour on and off the beach.
Reporting concerns
· Speak with our Club MPIO Sue Way for guidance
· You can report suspicions, disclosures, or things that don’t feel right. No one will be victimised for reporting.
Supervision and safe environments
· Parents/guardians must actively supervise their children at all times at the beach and club.
· Clubs manage risks in physical and online spaces; hazards are reported and controlled (CYRMS).
· Follow patrol directions; keep Junior Activities between the red and yellow flags unless advised.
Digital safety and bullying
· Use approved group channels; avoid private, one‑to‑one messaging with minors.
· Cyberbullying: keep evidence, report to MPIO, and consider eSafety reporting:
· https://www.esafety.gov.au/report
· Guidance for families: https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/resources/online-safety-for-every-family
What happens after a report
· Your concern is logged and assessed.
· Matters may be handled by the club, escalated to SLSQ/SLSA, or referred to Police as required.
· Confidentiality is respected; you’ll be updated on next steps where appropriate.
Standards we follow
· National Principles for Child Safe Organisations
· Queensland Child and Youth Risk Management Strategy (CYRMS)
· SLSA Child Safe Policy (6.04) and Member Protection Policy (6.05)
Useful links and resources
· SLSQ Child Safe info and resources: https://lifesaving.com.au/child-safe
· SLSA Safeguarding: https://sls.com.au/childsafe and https://sls.com.au/safeguarding/
· Kid‑Friendly Resources: https://lifesaving.com.au/app/uploads/SLSQ-Kid-Friendly-Documents-Booklet.pdf
· Queensland Family & Child Commission resources: https://www.qfcc.qld.gov.au/childsafe/resources

